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The Messenger’s Commitment

‣If you are not a Christian-a true Christian-you     

have no business aspiring to be a preacher. 

‣You cannot effectively share what you yourself 
don’t have. 

‣Even if you are a true Christian, you should be 
careful about aspiring to be a great preacher. 
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The Messenger’s Commitment

‣If those closest to you (family, friends) don’t 

want to listen to what you have to say about 

spiritual things, then why should those who don’t 

know you well want to listen? 

‣Unless you preach everywhere you go, there is 
no use going anywhere to preach. 
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The Messenger’s Commitment

‣All the great preachers were great Christians 

first and foremost--their preaching ministry 

flowed naturally and necessarily from a dynamic 

and genuine relationship with their Lord. 

‣You can profess Christ without possessing 
Christ, but you cannot possess Christ without 
professing Christ. 
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The Meaning’s CorrectnessThe Meaning’s Correctness
So what exactly is preaching? This is an 
important question, because an incorrect 
definition of preaching will send us down the 
wrong path of how to do it effectively and 
powerfully.

*Communication takes place through words. 
Words are the vehicles for thought. So it is critical 
that we pay attention to, and correctly define and 
understand, words.



truth communicated through personality;truth communicated through personality;

the proclamation of what is true through you.the proclamation of what is true through you.

Preaching is...Preaching is...



Jesus was a preacher.
‣Jesus came... preaching. Mark 1:14
‣And Jesus went... preaching. Matthew 4:23
‣The Spirit... has anointed me to preach. Luke 4:18

The disciples were preachers.
‣And He sent them to preach. Luke 9:2
‣For Christ sent me... to preach. 1Corinthians 1:17
‣They ceased not to... preach. Acts 5:42
‣They... went everywhere preaching. Acts 8:4
‣And straightway he preached. Acts 9:20
‣And He commanded us to preach. Acts 10:42
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The Meaning’s CorrectnessThe Meaning’s Correctness

kerusso- to herald, proclaim, or publish 
(60 occurrences)

euaggelizo- to announce good news, declare,  
bring (90 occurrences)
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The Meaning’s CorrectnessThe Meaning’s Correctness

Our confession of His faithfulness is Heaven's 
chosen agency for revealing Christ to the world. 
We are to acknowledge His grace as made 
known through the holy men of old; but that which 
will be most effectual is the testimony of our own 
experience. We are witnesses for God as we 
reveal in ourselves the working of a power that is 
divine. 
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The Meaning’s CorrectnessThe Meaning’s Correctness

Every individual has a life distinct from all others, 
and an experience differing essentially from 
theirs. God desires that our praise shall ascend to 
Him, marked with our own individuality. These 
precious acknowledgments to the praise of the 
glory of His grace, when supported by a Christlike 
life, have an irresistible power, that works for the 
salvation of souls. Ministry of Healing, p 100 
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The Meaning’s CorrectnessThe Meaning’s Correctness
Trying to preach like someone else effectively 
robs God of the unique contribution that you 
alone can make to the Kingdom of God and its 
furtherance. This is why it is essential that you:  

‣ be true to God
‣ be true to the text
‣ be true to yourself
‣ be true to life 
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The Message’s ContentThe Message’s Content
‣ If a message isn’t true to the text, it isn’t a 

good sermon no matter how well it may be 
delivered. 

‣ So you’ve got to learn how to study the 
Scripture responsibly first. (You don’t have to 
be a scholar or an academic to do this.)  
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The Message’s ContentThe Message’s Content
The Bible with its precious gems of truth was not 
written for the scholar alone. On the contrary, it was 
designed for the common people; and the 
interpretation given by the common people, when 
aided by the Holy Spirit, accords best with the truth 
as it is in Jesus. The great truths necessary for 
salvation are made clear as the noonday, and none 
will mistake and lose their way except those who 
follow their own judgment instead of the plainly 
revealed will of God.  5T, p 331 
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‣Not less than three excellent Bible translations
‣A clear-thinking, logical, and creative mind
‣A surrendered, humble, and pliable will
‣A (reasonably) quiet place  
‣A dictionary
‣An  exhaustive Bible concordance
‣A lay-friendly Greek and Hebrew definitions book(s)
‣An excellent Bible dictionary (or two)
‣The writings of Ellen White (esp. The Conflict Series)
‣A couple reputable, conservative commentaries

‣Not less than three excellent Bible translations
‣A clear-thinking, logical, and creative mind
‣A surrendered, humble, and pliable will
‣A (reasonably) quiet place  
‣A dictionary
‣An  exhaustive Bible concordance
‣A lay-friendly Greek and Hebrew definitions book(s)
‣An excellent Bible dictionary (or two)
‣The writings of Ellen White (esp. The Conflict Series)
‣A couple reputable, conservative commentaries

10 Essential Tools for Responsible Bible Study:



How To Study The Bible



Basic Hermeneutical Principles

1. The Bible is the inspired and thus inerrant Word 
of God. (Bible study is a spiritual transaction.)

2. The Bible is an organic unity; the OT and NT   
form an indivisible whole.

3. The Bible is Christocentric and Theocentric.

4. The Bible, through the use of responsible,  
Spirit-led exegesis, is understandable.   
(Language must be allowed to have its natural, 
normal, and literal sense unless the context 
demands otherwise.)

5. There must be a willingness to heed and obey 
what is discovered and learned.

5



How To Study The Bible

Bible Study Techniques

1. The Microscope

2. The Telescope



Look for details:

Who, What, Why, Where,
When & Immediate Context 

Exegesis - Out of the Text

1The Microscope



Panning Out:
Immediate context

Larger context

Biblical context

Systematics - The Big Picture

2The Telescope
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A Basic (and effective) OutlineA Basic (and effective) Outline

1. Introduction/ Story (catchy; grab attention)
2. Clear transition to body (springboard)
3. Main points (1 to 5; 3 best for new preachers)
4. Conclusion/ Story
5. Appeal
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The Message’s ContentThe Message’s Content

‣ Have a simple, single purpose statement
‣ Announce the purpose and outline toward the beginning 

of the sermon (repeat several times); I call this giving 
them the lay of the land 

‣ Teach something Biblical (nothing learned, nothing 
gained) 

‣ Apply your points to real life (practical)
‣ Practice difficult names beforehand 
‣ Watch the hearers to see if they’re “getting it”
‣ Have one (or two) “homiletical/ theological hook(s)”
‣ Make a clear, reasonable, and personal appeal 
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The Message’s ContentThe Message’s Content

It is harder to reach the hearts of men today than it 
was twenty years ago. The most convincing 
arguments may be presented, and yet sinners seem 
as far from salvation as ever. Ministers should not 
preach sermon after sermon on doctrinal subjects 
alone. Practical godliness should find a place in 
every discourse. Review and Herald, April 23, 1908  
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The Message’s ContentThe Message’s Content

A constant effort to promote personal piety should be 
seen in the minister's public labors. Sermon after 
sermon should not be given on the prophecies 
alone. Practical religion should have a place in every 
discourse.  Signs of the Times Mar. 16, 1882  
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The Message’s ContentThe Message’s Content

Jesus watched with deep earnestness the changing 
countenances of His hearers. The faces that expressed 
interest and pleasure gave Him great satisfaction. As 
the arrows of truth pierced to the soul, breaking through 
the barriers of selfishness, and working contrition, and 
finally gratitude, the Saviour was made glad. When His 
eye swept over the throng of listeners, 

Jesus watched with deep earnestness the changing 
countenances of His hearers. The faces that expressed 
interest and pleasure gave Him great satisfaction. As 
the arrows of truth pierced to the soul, breaking through 
the barriers of selfishness, and working contrition, and 
finally gratitude, the Saviour was made glad. When His 
eye swept over the throng of listeners, 

The importance of watching/ observingThe importance of watching/ observing



The Message’s ContentThe Message’s Content

and He recognized among them the faces He had 
before seen, His countenance lighted up with joy. He 
saw in them hopeful subjects for His kingdom. When 
the truth, plainly spoken, touched some cherished idol, 
He marked the change of countenance, the cold, 
forbidding look, which told that the light was 
unwelcome. When He saw men refuse the message of 
peace, His heart was pierced to the very depths.  
Desire of Ages, p 255 
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The Message’s ContentThe Message’s Content

‣ Digress into areas that don’t plainly support the 
purpose statement 

‣ Preach two (or three) sermons in one
‣ Change your mind about what you are going to 

preach while on the platform 
‣ Present complicated themes unless you are 

prepared to communicate them in simple terms 
‣ Assume that your hearers know Biblical ideas, 

themes, stories, anecdotes, etc. 
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The Message’s ContentThe Message’s Content

I charge you in the presence of God and of 
Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the 
dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 
preach the word; be ready in season and out 
of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with 
complete patience and teaching.  2Timothy 4:1, 
2 
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The Message’s ContentThe Message’s Content

Preaching involves exhorting persons to a higher 
standard, a better life centered around God’s will for 
them. It is an exhortation to better behaving and/ or 
better thinking. It is unfair and illogical to exhort 
someone to change, and then not give them the 
opportunity to affirm their desire and willingness to 
make that change. 
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The Appeal, The Most Important PartThe Appeal, The Most Important Part

Never, ever forget this.



Don’t preach the exhortation unless you 
are willing (and going) to make the 
invitation. 
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2. Conviction

3. Desire 

4. Action
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How the mind understands a sermon How the mind understands a sermon 
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2. Conviction (Holy Spirit)

3. Desire (Holy Spirit)

4. Action (hearer)
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The Message’s ContentThe Message’s Content

‣ The appeal should be appealing
‣ The appeal should flow logically from the message
‣ The appeal must be clearly communicated
‣ The appeal can be benefited by a powerful story or 

testimony 
‣ How to respond to the appeal must be clearly communicated
‣ Who the appeal is for must be clearly communicated
‣ Specific appeals are better than general appeals 
‣ If you don’t make an appeal, your sermon is incomplete
‣ You need to be prepared to follow up the decisions made

‣ The appeal should be appealing
‣ The appeal should flow logically from the message
‣ The appeal must be clearly communicated
‣ The appeal can be benefited by a powerful story or 

testimony
‣ How to respond to the appeal must be clearly communicated
‣ Who the appeal is for must be clearly communicated
‣ Specific appeals are better than general appeals 
‣ If you don’t make an appeal, your sermon is incomplete
‣ You need to be prepared to follow up the decisions made

The Appeal, The Most Important PartThe Appeal, The Most Important Part



The Message’s ContentThe Message’s Content

In every discourse fervent appeals should be made to the 
people to forsake their sins and turn to Christ. The popular 
sins and indulgences of our day should be condemned, and 
practical godliness enforced. The minister should be deeply 
in earnest himself, feeling from the heart the words he 
utters, and unable to repress his feeling of concern for the 
souls of men and women for whom Christ died. Of the 
Master it was said, "The zeal of thine house hath eaten me 
up." John 2:17. The same earnestness should be felt by his 
representatives.  Gospel Workers, p 92 
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The Master’s ConfirmationThe Master’s Confirmation

The presence of the Spirit with God's workers will 
give the proclamation of truth a power that not all 
the honor or glory of the world could give.  Acts of 
the Apostles, p 50 
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No Holy Spirit = No power No Holy Spirit = No power 



The Master’s ConfirmationThe Master’s Confirmation

There is a living power in truth, and the Holy Spirit is the 
agent that opens human minds to the truth. But the 
ministers and workers who proclaim the truth must show 
certainty and decision. They are to go forth in faith, and 
present the Word as though they believed it. Try to make 
those for whom you labor understand that it is God's truth. 
Preach Jesus Christ and Him crucified. This will confront 
Satan's lies. Evangelism,  p 169 
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The Master’s ConfirmationThe Master’s Confirmation

Prompt, energetic, and earnest action may save an 
undecided soul. No one can tell how much is lost by 
attempting to preach without the unction of the Holy 
Spirit. There are souls in every congregation who are 
hesitating, almost persuaded to be wholly for God. The 
decision is being made for time and for eternity; but it is 
too often the case that the minister has not the spirit 
and power of the message of truth in his own heart, hence 
no direct appeals are made to those souls that are 
trembling in the balance. 
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The Master’s ConfirmationThe Master’s Confirmation

The result is that impressions are not deepened upon the 
hearts of the convicted ones; and they leave the meeting 
feeling less inclined to accept the service of Christ than 
when they came. They decide to wait for a more favorable 
opportunity; but it never comes. That godless discourse, 
like Cain's offering, lacked the Saviour. The golden 
opportunity is lost, and the cases of these souls are 
decided. Is not too much at stake to preach in an 
indifferent manner, and without feeling the burden of 
souls?  Gospel Workers, p 92 
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The Master’s ConfirmationThe Master’s Confirmation

‣ Ask and you will receive the Spirit (Lk. 11:13; Mt. 7:7)
‣ Real time in real prayer is essential
‣ Live a consistent life (be a Christian first, then a 

preacher) 
‣ Deliver a Biblically-sound message
‣ Remember yourself and teach others that the Holy 

Spirit is not a feeling or some kind of excitement 
‣ Believe the Holy Spirit will attend every earnest, 

Biblical, and practical sermon presentation that He is 
invited to attend 
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The Master’s ConfirmationThe Master’s Confirmation

It is a part of God's plan to grant us, in 
answer to the prayer of faith, that which he 
would not bestow did we not thus ask. 
Great Controversy, p 525 
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Ask, Believe, ClaimAsk, Believe, Claim
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‣ The Meaning’s Correctness

‣ The Message’s Content

‣ The Master’s Confirmation

‣ The Method’s Charisma
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The Method’s CharismaThe Method’s Charisma

‣ True preaching is not entertainment
‣ True preaching is not a talent show
‣ True preaching is not a contest
‣ True preaching is not an advertisement for self
‣ True preaching is not comedy hour
‣ True preaching is not story hour
‣ True preaching is earnest, but not wild and out of 

control 

‣ True preaching is not entertainment
‣ True preaching is not a talent show
‣ True preaching is not a contest
‣ True preaching is not an advertisement for self
‣ True preaching is not comedy hour
‣ True preaching is not story hour
‣ True preaching is earnest, but not wild and out of 

control

Charisma is good, content is betterCharisma is good, content is better



The Method’s CharismaThe Method’s Charisma
In the cities of today, where there is so much to attract and 
please, the people can be interested by no ordinary efforts. 
Ministers of God's appointment will find it necessary to put forth 
extraordinary efforts in order to arrest the attention of the 
multitudes. And when they succeed in bringing together a large 
number of people, they must bear messages of a character so 
out of the usual order that the people will be aroused and 
warned. They must make use of every means that can possibly 
be devised for causing the truth to stand out clearly and 
distinctly. The testing message for this time is to be borne so 
plainly and decidedly as to startle the hearers and lead them to 
desire to study the Scriptures. Evangelism, p 40 
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The Method’s CharismaThe Method’s Charisma
We should now feel the responsibility of laboring with intense 
earnestness to impart to others the truths that God has given for 
this time. We cannot be too much in earnest... Now is the 
time for the last warning to be given. There is a special power in 
the presentation of the truth at the present time; but how long 
will it continue?--Only a little while. If there was ever a crisis, it is 
now... All are now deciding their eternal destiny. Men need to be 
aroused to realize the solemnity of the time, the nearness of the 
day when human probation shall be ended. Decided efforts 
should be made to bring the message for this time prominently 
before the people. The third angel is to go forth with great 
power.  Evangelism, p 16, 17 
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‣ be true to God
‣ be true to the text
‣ be true to yourself
‣ be true to life 
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How to Preach with Power



the end



no...



it’s just the 

beginning
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